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Old Mill, 
Upper Bridge Street, Newport,
 Pembrokeshire, SA42 0PL

tel. 01239 820889

sandrabayes@talktalk.net

Ben Pykett
Head of Policy and Performance

Pembrokeshire County Council 

County Hall Haverfordwest Pembrokeshire.                                              31st March 2010
Dear Mr Pykett,

Pembrokeshire Community Plan
I write to enclose a copy of a letter sent to Dan Shaw from Newport Area Environment Group commenting on the Pembrokeshire Community Plan Process.

In summary the concerns expressed and points raised are that 

Opportunities for those working at local community level , including 3rd sector organisations and the 3rd tier of government, to affect the Plan process, especially in early stages, have been limited and have fallen short of NAEG’s expectations following indications from WAG that development of Community Plans would make introduction of the Sustainable Communities Act in Wales unnecessary.
NAEG is concerned that Pembrokeshire has not been embracing the UKSDC Principles of Sustainable Development and believes that a review of the Vision and Objectives set in the Plan will be necessary once these are adopted. 
NAEG welcomes the formation of the Environment Forum with membership by our umbrella organisation, The Environmental Network for Pembrokeshire (TENP), and hopes that what NAEG considers the lateness of this initiative will be compensated for by scope for this Forum to fully influence the Action Plan stage and also modifications over time, as necessary, to the fundamental aspects of the Plan, that is, in its statements of Vision and Objectives.
NAEG advocates that TENP be properly supported by the County Council, including financially, so that its work within the Community Plan process can be as substantial as possible and also involve consultation with its own members, especially those working at grassroots level.

NAEG supports the principles of the Transition Towns in their major contribution to the development of sustainable communities.  We hope that the growing interest in this movement within Pembrokeshire will be recognised by the CPLP and that a project lending support to it will be developed within the Community Plan Process.
On behalf of NAEG, I would be grateful if you would give these points your kind consideration.            Yours Sincerely,                   Sandra Bayes Vice Chairperson NAEG
