The Environmental Network for Pembrokeshire
Update September 07
Third Network event took 
place in June
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On Thursday the 14th of June the third event of the Environmental Network was held at the Albany Hall in Haverfordwest. About 35 delegates from 18 organisations attended the evening. Stephen Hurr of Pembrokeshire County Council spoke about planning in the County and introduced two major plans, the Local Development Plan and the Wales Spatial Plan. He then took questions which focused on the involvement of community groups in the consultation for both plans and more generally on how planning can take the needs of communities into account. After that the newly elected Assembly Members Angela Burns and Paul Davies (Conservative Party) engaged in a lively debate with the audience. Delegates raised the question what vision for Pembrokeshire was central to the Welsh Assembly, taking into account climate change, environmental degradation and the peaking of oil production. Debated were the questions of nuclear energy, the power of supermarkets, the lack of affordable housing, the need for more public transport, priorities for land use and the contribution of big business to local communities. The Assembly Members expressed their commitment to taking these issues further through their work in the Assembly. 

At the close of the evening Charlie Mason, chair of the event and member of the management committee of the Environmental Network, updated delegates on the work to constitute the Network. The management committee asked for more groups to join the network and for more volunteers from groups to come forward as trustees of the Network. Delegates also discussed what future Network events they would like to see. Suggestions ranged from events focusing on food, recycling & incineration, European funding, sustainable housing to a consultation on the Local Development Plans in the County.
Incorporation of the Network as Company Limited by Guarantee

The management committee has registered the Network as Company Limited by Guarantee with Companies House. Martin Bell (Pembrokeshire Historic Buildings Trust), Charlie Mason (Friends of the Earth) and Madeleine Bland (Pembrokeshire Ramblers) have so far signed as trustees. More trustees would be welcome. 

Funding news

The management committee is looking for funding for a part-time post of a Coordinator, and for events and running costs. Chevron has agreed to provide funding, and the PCC will be considering a funding request from the Network in October. Environment Wales have encouraged the Network to apply for Start-up funds.
Upcoming consultations - influence the shape of things to come

Three main plans will determine the shape of the county for years to come: the Wales Spatial Plan, the Community Plan and the Local Development Plans. There are opportunities for you to have your say on each of these. The Community Plan and Local Development Plans help to deliver the Wales Spatial Plan for ‘The Haven’, an area that covers the whole of Pembrokeshire and West Carmarthenshire. The Network will hold events in the future to enable groups to have a say. 


Next network event

The next Network event will be held on the 27th of September from 6 to 9 pm in the Bloomfield Centre in Narberth and will focus on the Community Plan and the work of the Environment Group in setting targets, and on new EU funding opportunities - essential for any project you may have in mind. To book a place contact Jayne.Smith@pavs.org.uk 

Further planned events will focus on Chevron's environmental credentials, local and global, and the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Development Plan. A business plan training day will also be held, and a draft business plan will be circulated to members for comments thereafter.
Pembrokeshire Environmental Community Hub

For more information, news and events join the online community at

www.communityzero.com/pevn 


Join!
If your group or organisation is interested in joining the Environmental Network, please contact Bettina Becker at PAVS on 01437 769422 or Bettina.Becker@pavs.org.uk 

Members:

Badger Watch and Rescue Dyfed
Campaign for Protection of Rural Wales
Community Biofuels

Cylch – Wales Community Recycling

Cymdeithas Cwmarian
Cymdeithas Edward Llwyd - Welsh Naturalists Society
Dale Environment and Enforcement Action Group (part of Dale Community Forum)
East Williamston Community and Hall Association.
Farms for City Children

Freshwater East Community Association
Friends of Pembrokeshire National Park
Friends of the Earth, Pembrokeshire
Keep Wales Tidy

National Trust
North Pembrokeshire Transport Forum

Pembroke 21C Community Assocaition Ltd
Pembrokeshire Darwin Science Festival

Pembrokeshire Frame Limited
Pembrokeshire Historic Buildings Trust
Pembrokeshire Ramblers
Pollution Research Organisation

Valuing the Enivironment (PLANED)
West Wales Eco Centre
YHA (England & Wales) Ltd
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