TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY

“Towards a Sustainable Society” was a full day conference organised by TENP (The Environmental Network for Pembrokeshire) with PAVS (Pembrokeshire Association of Voluntary Services) and PLANED (Pembrokeshire Local Action Network for Enterprise and Development). The event attracted over 50 participants from the statutory, private, and voluntary sectors including ‘out of county’ attendees.  The key speakers included representatives from NEF (New Economics Foundation), NESTA (National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts) and NTDI (National Development Team for Inclusion).  The presentations made on the day are already on: www.tenp.org.uk and  http://pembs-networking.org.uk/SustainableSociety.html.  A Conference Report, based on the workshop discussions will be produced in the next few weeks.
The purpose of the event was to focus on the potential in the County to work towards developing a sustainable community, one which is socially responsible, resource sensitive and flourishing. Key to achieving this is developing social cohesion and mutual support at the local level. The conference offered participants the opportunity to contribute their experience of local voluntary action in discussions on local activism, joint working with the statutory sector and empowerment.   The attendance of 50 was perfect in terms of ensuring manageable and inclusive workshops. 

Although the event was opened by the Head of Strategic Partnerships from Hywel Dda Health Board, the vast majority of participants were drawn from the voluntary and community sector, with very little representation from either the public or private sectors.   The dominance of the voluntary sector meant that the relationship with the statutory sector and issues of empowerment and the nature and quality of partnership working in the County were discussed in some depth.   

One positive outcome of this discussion was a proposal, supported by all participants, to invite the statutory sector to a customised event organised by TENP, PLANED and PAVS around the issues of community engagement, co-production and local action.  A private sector participant also suggested that invitations to any such follow-up event should also include the private sector and Trades Unions. 
Another outcome was a request that PAVS approach the Local Service Board to seek clarification about the timetable for the community engagement programme which will ask local groups what actions are necessary to deliver the Community Plan’s objectives and how local groups can contribute to that delivery. 

These suggestions – and others – will be considered as part of the production of the Conference report and proposals will be discussed with conference participants.  With 75% of the evaluation forms indicating a high level of satisfaction with the conference content and organisation, it is clear that the conference achieved its initial objectives – but there is yet more work to be done.
 If you require further information about the Conference please contact:
Bettina Becker at PAVS on 01437 769422 – bettina.becker@pavs.org.uk
