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TENP briefing note/update for members.

February 2009.

1. AGM – TENP held our first AGM on 28/1/09 and enjoyed a very successful event with a high turnout, 2 excellent presentations from Angela Burns AM and Neil Ingham of Sustain Wales, and a very lively and useful debate within 3 small groups following on from the presentations. Notes of the AGM and also the groups will be available on the TENP website and we will be endeavouring to respond to as many of the ideas and issues highlighted at the AGM as we are able.

2. TENP website – we want to encourage member organisations to post information about events that they are running on the TENP website, with the aim of trying to reduce some of the duplication of information exchange that various members have referred to, and to reduce the amount of information that you might not actually want to receive. If you have an event (or any other information) that you would like us to publicise please send it on to me at Mmordey@googlemail.com and I will ask Neil Bland, who maintains and updates our website at www.tenp.org.uk as often as is possible.

3. Responses to consultations – TENP Trustees have developed responses to ‘One Wales, One Planet’ and also to the consultation on the Land Use Planning System. These have been sent on to the appropriate bodies and are available for you to take a look at on the TENP website.

4. TENP Position Statements – these (in draft) are also available now on the website. We urge member organisations to read these and, if you are happy with them (and please send in any suggestions for changes/additions if you are not) to formally endorse them, by dropping an email to me at the above address. We also seek Best Practice examples that relate to the various statements – if you have examples please send a summary to Marc Mordey. Thank you.

5. Vegi oil conversions – on 12th February at 7.30 p.m. at Hermon Community Centre there is an event about converting diesel engine cars to vegi oil. Phone Cris Tomos on 07974 099738 for more information and/or see www.vegoilmotoring.com.

6. Garbage Warrior (film) – 26th February, 7.30 p.m. Theatr Gwaun, Fishguard. See www.transitionbrogwaun.org.uk for more information.

7. Murco Unsung Heroes – want free publicity for your voluntary group/charity on Radio Pembrokeshire (20 plugs during one week)? The visit www.radiopembrokeshire.com and click on the Murco logo, or telephone 01834 869384 and choose Option 7 for the relevant forms to fill in.

8. Cynnal Cymru Essay Series – see the TENP website and/or www.sustainwales.com for a collection of essays including one from our Chair, Charlie Mason. Prize on offer inspired by the theme of the essays, which are on sustainable development and the economy, we have decided to offer a prize of a £20 book token for the best essay on ‘Creating a sustainable economy for Pembrokeshire’, to be judges by the TENP Trustees. All entries to be received by 30/3/09.
9. New Forest Food Challenge – ‘Eat Local, Grow Local’. I have a copy of a draft bid for funding which the New Forest Transition group have developed, passed on to me by a good friend who Chairs this group. He is very happy for me to share his thinking, which will be of particular interest to people involved in the Transition movement. If you would like a copy please e-mail me and I will send one on to you. 
10. Down to earth – courses for 2009 include straw bale building, organic gardening, earth oven construction and low impact roofing. See www.downtoearthproject.org.uk or telephone 01792 369736 for more information.

11. Interesting website – www.dosomethingaboutit.org.uk well worth a look. 
12. Future TENP events -  will include an event around Sustainable Pembrokeshire, finding out more about what Pembrokeshire County Council and the National Park are already achieving, learning more from colleagues in the voluntary sector who are involved in the Transition movement, and seeking to see what each sector can offer the other by way of helping to green Pembrokeshire even further. We also plan an event to be themed around sustainable building and design. And TENP will be working in partnership with the West Wales Eco Centre and others to host a conference exploring the potential for Feed In Tariffs ( a key part of the Energy Bill). Information on dates, times and venues will be publicised soon – please visit www.tenp.org.uk for further information.
If you have any queries about TENP, would like to join the network, or know of an organisation that you feel might benefit from membership of TENP please contact the Co-ordinator.

Marc Mordey, Penrallt Farm, Newport, Pembrokeshire, SA42 0QE

Mmordey@googlemail.com
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