WORK IN PROGRESS’

The Environmental Network for Pembrokeshire (TENP) – Position Statements.

Introduction

 

The Trustees drafted position statements for each of the subject themes, listed below, with the assistance of Sue Leonard and Bettina Becker of PAVS. We quickly become aware during this process that these simple statements cannot do justice to the complexity of the issues that we are seeking to address. 
 

However, we do believe that they are 'fit for purpose', which is to provide the public, our members and our working partners with a clear and simple indication of the views of TENP on a number of key issues which affect the Environment. 
 

We invite you to provide us with your views on these statements and provide us with examples of policies and best practice asap, by email, so that we can complete all the sub-sections within each subject category. If you wish us to organise a special event to discuss these position statements we will be happy to do so.
 

What is clear from this exercise is that, due to the complexity and inter-relationship of environment objectives with social and economic objectives, many issues overlap. We have sought to keep these statements a simple as possible but recognise that we will need to both refine and expand them if they are to have practical application and relevance.
 

The process we are inviting you to engage in is nothing less than seeking to develop a 'language' with which we can discuss, debate and advocate policies and practices which contribute to a sustainable future for the County. These position statements are a first step in this process. We do not underestimate the difficulties involved and therefore welcome the benefit of your experience and expertise.
 

We are also in the process of identifying policies and examples of best practice, which support these statements, and we will also cross reference them with the 5 principles of Sustainable Development promoted by the Sustainable Development Commission UK. In many cases it is clear that our position statements are consistent with existing policies and best practice and therefore that we are not demanding new policies but, simply, the implementation of existing policies, be they International, European, UK, WAG or local.
 

We look forward to receiving your comments and providing examples of best practice locally, nationally.
and internationally, as a spur to local action.

 

Charlie Mason
 

On behalf of the Trustees of TENP.

16/1/10 (update). 
The following statements broadly state the principles that guide the work of TENP. Whilst it is acknowledged that TENP members may have differing – and at times conflicting – views on key environmental issues, all members must be able to sign up to these overarching position statements. 

1) ENVIRONMENT:
Natural environment

· TENP supports the conservation, enhancement and enjoyment of the rich diversity and quality of landscapes within Pembrokeshire and will oppose developments, which would reduce those qualities.

· TENP supports safeguarding and strengthening the existing pattern of biodiversity (plants and animals) in Pembrokeshire and in particular the protection of native species that are at risk.

· TENP supports action to raise the quality of coastal waters, estuaries, rivers and ground water and the elimination of pollution to watercourses.

Built environment

· TENP supports sustainable development in terms of location, layout, design and energy efficiency and looks to the Planning Authorities to apply these principles

· TENP supports the retention and enhancement of the built heritage of Pembrokeshire; particularly the ancient monuments, listed buildings and Conservation Areas and their respective settings

· TENP will support development being focussed on larger settlements within the County to reflect the existing pattern of development and associated services (and the likely pattern of public services and rising costs of fuel for transport over the next 10 years)
TENP Action:

To engage in discussions and negotiations with statutory bodies on County-wide plans on behalf of members 

SDC principles:

A; B, C, D, E

Current Policies

Local Policies include

*PCC signatory to the Climate Change Declaration

*The evolving Wales Spatial Plan for the Haven.

* The Community Plan.
*The Joint Unitary Development Plan and the evolving Local Development Plans together with associated Supplementary Planning Guidance.
*Marine Special Area of Conservation (The Haven) Management Plan.

*Pembrokeshire Biodiversity Partnership Action Plan.

National Policies include:

· The Sustainable Development Scheme 2009 which advocates:

· - a 60% reduction in the ecological footprint of Wales within a generation  

· - CO2 reduction targets.

Best Practice.:
Locally there are examples of local action to protect or enhance bio-diversity (see PLANED and Biodiversity Partnership).

There are examples of building design, construction and repair which adopt traditional techniques and materials (lime, straw-bale, timber). These are small scale in number and are dependent on the commitment of individual property owners (ref: ‘Precious Inheritance’, Cliff Blundell, 2007) 

PCNP and PCC are building and designing low carbon properties and advocating best practice in sustainable design..

Internationally, cities such as Freiburg in Germany, and Malmo and Stockholm, in Sweden, provide inspirational examples of low energy settlement patterns and building design and the ‘greening’ of cities.

In the Netherlands has long been an example of integrating and supporting pedestrians and cyclists both in urban design but also in the provision of cycle friendly public transport and secure parking facilities.

2) ENERGY
 

· TENP supports activities that reduce energy use and increase energy efficiency.
· TENP supports the development, promotion and use of renewable energy technology across all sectors from domestic to industrial, including existing and new development.

· TENP supports the installation of sustainable power equipment subject to its acceptability within the landscape.   
· TENP supports research into the development and impact of bio-fuels on the environment, society, transport and economy

 TENP Action: 
 Through its networking and representative role TENP will:
 

· Encourage the adoption of the highest energy BREEAM ratings and micro generation technology 
· Encourage the adoption of best practice in energy efficient working across all sectors of the economy examples 

· Actively participate in consultation processes to achieve policy change and the effective implementation of existing policies at local, regional and national level

 

SDC principles:

A; C; D; E
Current Policies 

Local Policies on Energy Efficiency and Low Carbon Use are evident in

PCC and PCNP as signatories to the Climate Change Declaration.

Support for the low energy settlement pattern being developed with WAG in the Wales Spatial Plan for the Haven.

PCC and PCNP commitment to renewable energy generation both in developments and in recent changes to permitted development rights under Planning Controls.  

Nationally: 

The WAG SD Scheme commits to low energy use, and C02 targets

UK:Government 

*In April 2009 the Government released £55m in interest free loans to help public sector organisations reduce their energy consumption while cutting their carbon footprint. The loan covers 100% of the total cost of the project and 25% of the savings can be invested in front line services. The programme managed by the Carbon Trust and Salix Finance estimates that cost savings should cover loan repayments, which start in March 2011. The programme expects to save £600m and 3.5m tonnes of CO2. See the web site (www.salixfinance.co.uk/loans) . for a list of participants. The deadline for applications is 5/2/10 and by the 28/1/10 only 4 Local Authorities in Wales had taken advantage of the programme, Pembrokeshire County Council is NOT one of the 4. In the 2009 Budget the UK Government gave WAG an additional £4m.  

*Carbon Reduction Commitment from April 2010 a legally binding carbon trading scheme to increase energy efficiency and reduce C02, based on the ‘polluter pays’ principle. This will apply to large energy users such as local authorities.

*Feed in Tariffs from April 2010 provide income for small scale micro-generation of renewable energy
*The Energy Bill 2008 introduced binding C02 targets.

*The Sustainable Communities Act 2008 (England) provides voluntary and community organisation, in conjunction with their local authority, to apply for grants to implement transition town principles .

*Carbon rationing is under consideration. The current 10 tonnes of C02 produced annually by each Briton would have to be cut to 2 tonnes by 2050 to meet climate change targets. This equates to 6kgs a day or 25 miles of driving per day . McKinsey Consulting have stated that “the Government had not grasped the economic and social consequences of such a change” (July 2009).

Best Practice:

Locally:
PCC use of Biomass boilers and energy efficiency technology in County Hall. 

Portfield School Pembrokeshire, one of the first ‘A’ rated buildings in Wales  

PCC purchase ‘brown energy’.

PCNP are committed to the highest level of BREEAM rating (energy efficiency) for their buildings, for example, Oriel y Parc at St Davids.
4 Local Communities in the County have set up Transition Town groups in response to Climate Change and ‘Peak Oil’ and are seeking to promote a low energy lifestyle. (Haverfordwest, Fishguard, Narberth, Transition Frenni (Crymych).
The West Wales Eco Centre (Newport, Pembrokeshire) provides independent advice on energy efficiency measures and technology.

6 communities in Pembrokeshire applied for capital funding under the DECC Low Carbon Communities Challenge. While on one or two are likely to be successful this provides an indication of ‘grass-roots’ initiative in the County.

Nationally /UK

Locally authorities in England (Somerset, Nottingham, .Brixton, etc) are committed to supporting their local Transition Town initiatives.

Merton Council has used planning law to encourage renewable energy and stimulate ‘green’ job creation. 

Kirklees Council: has set up a renewable energy training college and provides grants for energy efficiency measures in the home, and 

Aberdeen City Council: has invested in 2 district heating systems for social housing.

Oxford City Council has recently won a Carbon Trust ‘Innovation Award’ in recognition of its progress towards a 25% cut in it’s carbon footprint over 3 years : “There is nothing very difficult or expensive in anything we have done” said Cllr Tanner. The next stage is to build wind turbines on sites around Oxford’s the rural fringe. An ‘Oxford Partnership’ of public sector agencies has also been formed who are committed to a 50% cut in all emissions across the County by 2030.

Windsor and Maidenhead Council require all public agencies to publish their energy consumption ‘on-line’. Consumption has reduced by 15% in the last year.

Internationally:

In Europe, Germany and Denmark lead the way on renewable energy generation; Denmark on district heating, Germany on solar and wind power. 

Malmo , in Sweden, has a 100% renewable energy suburb of adjacent to the harbour.

 

3) WASTE & RECYCLING
 

· TENP supports and encourages activities that reduce waste and maximise recycling

TENP Action: 
· TENP will support the identification of baseline data, current targets and practices for waste management and recycling within the County 

· TENP will support initiatives by regulators, producers and distributors to reduce the use of packaging especially plastics

· TENP will encourage the implementation of Directives, which favour local and responsible recycling of waste materials.
SDC principles:

A; C; D; E

Current Policies

Local Policies: PCC has a policy to recycle, where possible, and to incinerate waste.

National Policies

WAG

UK

European Union: The ‘Land Fill Directive’ will impose a fine on all LAs who fail to achieve the required land-fill reduction targets. 

Best Practice

Locally; Pembrokeshire’s ‘Orange’ bag recycling service provided by the County Council. Recycling is carried out by AJ Recycling of Boncath, who separate out the waste and as far as possible send it to recycling facilities throughout the UK. Some plastics do not have a ‘market’ and so recycling is not an option (eg agricultural wrap).
A farm in Ceredigion uses farm waste to supply fuel for a neighbouring brewing company. 

Nationally WAG and LAs are committed to the incineration of residual waste (stuff that can’t be re-cycled)

UK: Somerset County Council have a ‘Waste Register’ which monitors an records the ‘trail’ of all waste collected and the ways in which it is recycled.

English Local Authorities have to implement a building waste disposal permit system. This is not the case in Wales.

Windsor and Maidenhead Council have piloted and adopted the policy to pay the public to recycle, which has significantly reduced domestic waste.

The tendency in the UK is for Local Authorities to incinerate waste, this is both wasteful and a sign of risk aversion to new technological approaches compared with other European countries. The Campaign for Real Recycling says that incineration is the ‘elephant in the room’ as companies operating incinerators need a guarantee of mixed waste and Local Authorities, under current arrangements, are contractually bound for 25 years with penalties if they fail to deliver the required volumes of waste. As recycling regulations aim to reduce the amount of waste for disposal there will be less available for incineration and local Council Tax payers, CRR, claim, will be faced with surcharges to pay these penalties.

In the UK more than a quarter of the food we buy is junked while still in its wrapping, that’s; £10bn of wasted food,  or £420 per household. 5.9 m tonnes goes into land fill !!

Europe:

Northern European countries such as Denmark , Germany and Sweden have a more responsibly approach to waste management..

A new suburb of Malmo collects all domestic food waste (through a piped vacuum system) and uses it to create methane to provide fuel for local buses.

Many communities in Denmark use Anaerobic Digestion systems to convert food waste to bio-fuel to generate heat and power or used a motor fuel and bio fertiliser for spreading on fields (which saves the energy needed to make inorganic fertiliser).

In Belgium the government subsidises the cost to householders of keeping chickens, who are feed food waste.

SUBJECT: TRANSPORT
TENP supports the development and use of public and community transport as a means of reducing car usage, promoting access and achieving social inclusion

TENP supports the development and maintenance of footpaths and cycle ways as an alternative to the use of private cars and to strengthen sustainable communities

TENP supports the use of information communication technology to minimise the need to travel

Actions: supporting initiatives such as walking buses, car pools, etc

SDC principles:

Current Policies

Local:

National:

UK:

European/International:

 

Best Practice

Local

National

UK

European/International
SUBJECT: FOOD PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION

TENP seeks a reduction in the adverse environmental impact of food production and consumption, and supports ethical and environmental farming practices, for example, organic farming

TENP supports local production and local consumption of food and goods which in turn supports local economies

Action

SDC Principles

Current Policies

Local

National

UK

European/International

Best Practice

Local

National

UK

European/International

SUBJECT: GOVERNANCE:

TENP supports the preparation of environmental policies based on transparent and competent research and a regular review of their effectiveness

TENP supports the development and adoption of arrangements for community involvement in sustainable development policymaking, implementation, monitoring, review and evaluation 

TENP advocates a programme of training, development and awareness raising on the principles and practices of sustainable development

TENP is committed to participatory decision making with its membership

TENP is a signatory to the WCVA Third Sector Declaration on Climate Change.

Actions

SDC Principles

Current Policies

Local

National

UK

European/International.

Best Practice

Local

National

UK

In 2009 Barnsley Council won a ‘Guardian’ newspaper Public Service Award for ‘Sustainability’ for it’s commitment to regular engagement with the public on environmental policy and practice..

European/International.
SUBJECT: ECONOMY*

 

TENP supports sustainable production and consumption as advocated by the European Commission.

Action

SDC Principles

Current Policy

Local

National

UK
The Stockholm Environment Institute at York University has recently established a research team to investigate sustainable production and consumption (www.york.ac.uk)
European/International

The EU has advocated sustainable production and consumption since 2003 and, under the ‘Cardiff Process’ (established in 1998), has attempted to incorporate this in national policy making.  This has had minimal success as most policy makers perceive that the fundamental function of an economy is to increase GDP (gross domestic product). 

The EU then amended its policy to express a desire to break the link between economic growth and environmental objectives (2004), yet there remained the assumption that economic growth could continue in the context of global resource depletion and population growth (EU SD Strategy 2005).

More recently there are signs that the EU and national governments are re-thinking the dominant role of the economic imperative and economic growth and are moving attention to measures of well-being rather than GDP and to the prospect of managing low or no growth.

EU research indicates the difficulty of maintaining current living standards without making severe changes. “For a socially just society by 2050 the world economy would have to be 4 times it’s current level but we would have to de-carbonise and de-materialise  by a factor of 10..this would mean a change in food consumption, mobility, housing  and energy-using products !!”.and “Manufacturers and products will have to be far more energy efficient”  (Environment for Europeans, Sept 2009, page 9.) .

The EU is now (2009/10) supporting 5 actions to develop environmental and social indicators to complement GDP so as to take into account well-being, quality of life and environmental degradation. The EU is also now piloting a ‘Sustainable Development Scoreboard’ and an ‘Index of Environmental Pressure ‘ (www.beyond-gdp.eu/). 

Best Practice

Local

National

UK

European/International.
SUBJECT: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT* 
 

TENP is committed to the application of sustainability principles as advocated by the UKSDC and the European Union through the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas.

Action:

 

* TENP will promote and encourage the adoption and application of Sustainable Development principles (see below, Appendix 1). 

*TENP will take every opportunity to engage in discussion with statutory organisations to challenge any current approach to development, which TENP considers to be unsustainable

*  

SDC Principles

Current Policies

Sustainable Development (SD) as a ‘cross-cutting theme’, organising concept and set of principles has yet to be fully embraced within public policy and practice. SD requires a move away from the status quo and ‘business as usual’ which is difficult to imagine, both in terms of  the process of change involved in making a transition to a sustainable future and the nature of the final outcome. There are clearly initiatives which are attempting to contribute to the process, such as the Transition Town movement, but these are relatively ad-hoc and small in scale and are dependent on highly motivated volunteers.

A further difficulty for advocates of SD is that the very term is easily hi-jacked, abused, or misunderstood. The prefix, ‘sustainable’ has been readily adopted to mean ‘to maintain’ or ‘to continue’, eg sustainable economy, sustainable community, sustainable funding, etc, and has been unchallenged or unexplained. This ambiguity results is a great deal of rhetoric but little action.

A further barrier to the adoption of SD principles is the fear that a Sustainable Future of ‘low or no growth’ will be ‘bleak’ and unsatisfying, and see a return to rationing and poverty and be characterised by social conflict over scarce resources and opportunities. Such views ignore the fact that the lives of many people in the 21st C, both nationally and globally, have these characteristics. The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has characterised the UK society as one of “material success and social failure” (see www.socialevils.org.uk). The reality is that a sustainable future could offer a higher level of well-being and prosperity and will certainly require high levels of innovation and skills.

Stern has pointed out that the cost of a managed response to climate change will be lower than a delayed and uncoordinated response. Essentially we will be richer if we plan and act now than if we wait until we have to react.  

Beyond the economic argument observers have made the point that countries with high levels of social cohesion and low levels of inequality will be far better placed to manage a response to climate change and resource depletion and rationing, eg, Scandinavian countries, than those countries which maintain, or even increase, the levels of economic and social inequality, eg, USA, UK ( see ‘Spirit Level’  R Wilkinson and K Pickett, or www.equalitytrust.org.uk) .

Finally, there are those who argue that a sustainable future will require no sacrifices at all for,

“crossing the 2C threshold we are contemplating a process as devastating as an all-out thermonuclear exchange, and what for exactly? For work devoid of meaning, for recreation which moves us restlessly round the world, and for electronic entertainment consisting of endless repetitive chatter. Recognising this is regaining perspective and sanity , not sacrifice. We wont opt for less until we stop seeing less as sacrifice” (J Foster , Dept of Philosophy, Lancaster University.)

Views such as those offered above are, of course, open to ridicule and rejection but TENP believes that the discussion of them is critical to the process of working towards an understanding of a sustainable future and how it might be achieved.

Local
Under Section 39 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act, 2004 Local Planning Authorities must exercise their functions to contribute to Sustainable Development.
National

WAG’s  Sustainable Development Scheme for 2009, ‘One Wales One Planet’ aims:

· to reduce the ecological footprint of Wales by 66% within one generation (20-30 years),
· achieve social justice and equality, and,

· make Wales an international example of sustainable living.

For details of the analysis of the ecological footprint of Wales go to the Stockholm Environment Institute section of the York University web site (www.york.ac.uk). 

UK
See the UKSDC principles, below.
European/International

Best Practice

Local

National

UK

European/International

Appendix 1


Five principles of sustainable development

Securing the Future - UK Government sustainable development strategy, 2005
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	Living within environmental limits
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	Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society
	B

	Achieving a sustainable economy
	C 

	Promoting good governance
	D

	Using sound science responsibly
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