TENP NEWS: May 2010.

PERSONNEL CHANGES:

The end off CCW funding in April meant the end of our Coordinator’s post and so we have to applaud the contribution made by Marc Mordey over the last 2 years as being immensely significant to the emergence and continuation of TENP.  Marc will continue his links with TENP as an individual volunteer member.  

Jetske Germing (PLANED) has moved to the USA and we wish her well and thank her for her advice and practical support, not least a meeting room. Jetske has been replaced by Rupert Dunn and we look forward to a positive and fruitful working relationship with him.

Through the PAVS Volunteer Bureau TENP have been fortunate to have been approached by Martin Harris, who lives in Milford, who has offered to be our volunteer Treasurer, an offer we gratefully accepted.

As you will know from the last TENP AGM Madeleine Bland stood down as a TENP Trustee after 3 years. Madeleine was crucial to the work of TENP but time pressures meant that she had to reduce her volunteering commitments. TENP has been fortunate to attract Declan Connolly (Transition Narberth) and Jasmine Saville (Live Lightly) who were endorsed at the AGM as our 2 new Trustees.
This injection of ‘new blood’ has given Martin Bell the opportunity to pass the role of Secretary to Declan, which he did with little encouragement!

FINANCE:

Led by Martin Bell, TENP made a successful bid for a small grant from Environment Wales. This funding is critical as it enables TENP to continue for another year. The grant will cover some expenses, the cost of maintaining the web site and organising and running events, and the development of a ‘Directory of Best Practice in Sustainability’. Obviously we are very grateful to EW and to Jo Horsley (who is the EW advisor to the TENP Board of Trustees). 

After a number of years of receiving financial support from Chevron we have received a letter explaining that funding cannot continue into 2010/2011. The implication is that US corporate policy regarding ‘no support for lobbying’, has been applied locally. It was the joint support of Chevron (and PAVS) that enabled TENP to be set up in the first place so we appreciate the support Chevron, locally, was able to provide.
Clearly this dramatic reduction in our income will mean that TENP activities will depend to a significant degree on Trustee, volunteer and Member time commitments.

ACTIVITIES:
TENP EVENTS:

As well as continuing to search for secure, long term, funding TENP have drawn up a list of events for 2010.

8th June ‘Old Building and Energy Efficiency’, Bloomfield Centre, Narberth 7pm.

This event is a response to a Member’s request.  The focus we be on solid wall construction buildings with Cliff Blundell of ‘The Lime Company of West Wales’, as a key speaker on how to make them more energy efficient. This is particularly timely as the WAG Low Carbon Network which met on May 6th has identified this issue as distinctive to South West Wales and as needing attention (see below). In fact a local lobby group is in the process of drafting a press release to promote Building Regulation for solid wall building in Wales to put before to NAW as powers are devolved in 2012.
Immediately preceding this event will be a short Extraordinary General Meeting for TENP Members to vote on an amendment to the TENP membership criteria. The affect of this amendment, if carried, would clarify that constituted voluntary organisations would be full Members with voting rights. Public sector and private sector organisations and individuals (living or working in Pembrokeshire) would have Associate Members status and no voting rights. 

We are developing 2 other events:

‘Pea Pods and I Pods’ : Intergenerational Discussions: This could be a single, or series, of workshops across Pembrokeshire that will facilitate discussions between the younger and older residents. TENP will facilitate and stimulate discussion around issues where older residents can draw on their own experiences to contribute to an appreciation and understanding of such concepts and practices as: self sufficiency, rationing, food waste reduction, caring, etc .  The first event will take place in NE Pembrokeshire after the Summer holidays.
‘Localism, the 3rd Sector and Sustainability: taking the model of the high profile and successful Feed in Tariff conference (which TENP ran with the West Wales Eco Centre), TENP are in discussion with PAVS and the SDC (Cardiff) to run a conference which will attract UK experts in local initiatives, community engagement and sustainability. The focus of the conference will be the role of the voluntary sector and communities in developing and delivering local sustainability.  This is particularly relevant to discussions on the local Community Plan where community engagement will be the mechanism for developing an action list. It would also be relevant to recent developments in WAG on the crucial role of community engagement as a way of delivering the ‘well being’ component of WAG’s ‘One Wales: One Planet’ Sustainable Development Scheme.
TENP TRUSTEES:
Local Service Board (LSB) Networking event on Sustainable Development 

Martin and Charlie attended a meeting on the 28April at Builth Wells organised by WAG to enable Local Service Board staff and members to discuss whether Sustainable Development could be a central organising principle for WAG and LSBs (who oversee the implementation of the County Community Plan).

Notes of this meeting will be placed on the ‘news’ section TENP web site under the title ‘Builth Wells and SD’.

The main piece of information to come out of this event was WAGs preferred approach to Sustainable Development. The Director for Sustainability and Environment in WAG announced that senior officers in WAG wished to focus on the concept of ‘well being’, with it’s focus on citizens, as the best way to approach Sustainable Development. A TENP Trustee asked why the SD principles were not being used and the response was that SD principles were considered “too green and too environmental’ to be organising principles. 

Our concern at the low profile given to environmental concerns has subsequently been expressed to WAG and passed to the Members of the Pembrokeshire Environment Forum (CCW,PCNP, EA and PCC), a sub group which contributes to the Community Plan, on which TENP has representation.
Another question, put by a TENP Trustee, about the ‘weight’ given to sustainability policy when considering local authority Local Development Plans could not be answered on the day and we have made a written request to WAG for an answer.

The impression we came away with is that WAG is reluctant to confront environmental sustainability and we are concerned that local service boards may feel obliged to adopt the same approach.

What the event did illuminate is the high priority which WAG attaches to ‘well being ‘ and a citizen focus and to that end is committed to effective community engagement. However no tangible outcomes were forthcoming at the event.  In fact there seem to be a lack of confidence among some of the LSB representatives that community engagement or well being were concepts that they could ‘deliver’.
No Pembrokeshire LSB / CPLP public sector organisation attended the event.

WAG/SDC, Wales Spatial Plan: Delivering Low Carbon Regions: Workshop. 

This workshop took place at Trinity College, Carmarthen on the 6th May and was attended by people from all sectors across the 2 South Wales WSP areas (Swansea Bay and Western Valleys, and Pembrokeshire Haven). It was organised by WAG and the Sustainable Development Commission’s Cardiff Office and chaired by Peter Davies (UKSDC Commissioner for Wales). This was the 3rd meeting, and it’s aim was to identify key action to reduce carbon emissions and to discuss the role, remit and membership of a proposed Low Carbon Working Group which would ‘drive forward’ low carbon initiatives. The power point presentations are on the SDCs web site and the  recommendations of the working groups (by themes: transport, development, waste, etc) will be made available on the SDC web site: www.sd-commission.org.uk/publications, in due course. This site also contains the SDC’s Low Carbon Regions report which provides the regional priorities for action across Wales. 
Peter Davies emphasised that an important role of this Network would be in providing mutual support and information on low carbon initiatives across South West Wales. He made the point that there are a lot of opportunities to ‘brand’ SW Wales as a low carbon area. He also added that if we were concerned about decisions or actions which we felt were contrary to a low carbon future we could contact the SDC office (Gavin Bunting): Wales@sd-commission.org.uk and the SDC could raise these concerns within WAG. 
Other news:

‘Decrease Waste and Increase Profit’, 10th June 2010, 8:30 am – 1pm, Technium Performance engineering, Dafen, Llanelli (01267 676861 for details).
There is a Pembrokeshire Community Forum event taking place at the Bloomfield Centre, Narberth, on the 19th May from 5pm. From 7 pm speakers will be covering initiatives such as: allotments, food festivals, nature trails and community supported agriculture.
PLANED is in the process of promoting training courses on ‘low carbon living’ in a number of locations across the County. For more details contact Darren Gibbs on 01834 862110. 

Recommended Reading: 
‘Prosperity Without Growth’ by Tim Jackson, Earthscan, 2009.

On the ‘Forum for the Future’ web site you will find a report ‘Stepping Up’ which suggests how organisations can improve their commitment to Sustainability.

Charlie Mason
Chair. TENP
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