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To all TENP members

Member’s update; March 2009.

IMPORTANT ADDITION TO TENP WEBSITE; www.tenp.org.uk
 Please note that we now have a Calendar page on the website and we are inviting ALL TENP members to publicise events, meetings and the like on that page. Rather than flooding people’s in boxes with information of this sort, we will be placing as much as is possible on the website – so PLEASE visit often. TENP specific events will continue to be publicised on the Events page of the website. 

1. Feed In Tariffs (FITs).

The West Wales Eco Centre and TENP are pleased to announce the first UK conference on Feed In Tariffs and the opportunities and implications for small scale renewable electricity generators in Wales, will be held on 21st May 2009 – at Nant y Ffin hotel in Clunderwen. More information on the TENP website soon.

2. Sustainable building.

The Trustees have agreed that our main autumn event will be around the theme of sustainable building and architecture – Phil Roach of the National Park has agreed to host the meeting at Oriel Y Parc in St David’s. More information and a date will be agreed soon.

3. Local Development Plans(LDPs).

A small number of TENP members have requested a meeting to discuss the two LDPs that are currently out for consultation and I am setting up a meeting for early April, to discuss the response to the consultations and to help formulate a TENP response. If you are interested in coming to that meeting please let me know ASAP and I can provide details.

For |TENP members who want to know more please visit:

www.pembrokeshire-coast.org.uk or telephone 0845 345 7275 for a free CD – responses have to be received by April 22nd.

and/or

www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/planning - responses have to be in by May 6th.

See also: the Lammas response on www.lammas.org.uk 

4.Do SomethingAboutIt.

The campaigning website recently conducted an online poll amongst registered members (www.DoSomethingAboutIt.org.uk) which identified stopping climate change as the first priority for government – we are not alone!!

5. Sustainable Spring – Green policy development event.

Plaid Cymru are inviting delegates (£5 per person) to attend this all day conference on April 25th – for a day of discussion and debate on sustainable futures at the National Botanical Gardens. More information from lowri.Jackson@plaidcymru.org.uk
6. Welsh Third Sector declaration on Climate Change. 

TENP was one of the first organizations to sign up to the above – if you would like more information and/or to sign up your organization please contact policy@wcva.org.uk 

7. Welsh Art Now.

 Interested or involved in art and creativity? See Paul Matosic’s article on how green is art in a time of environmental crisis, at www.welshartnow. Also see www.greenmuseum.org for an on line museum exploring issues of sustainability and art, and www.fact.org.uk (Foundation for Art and Creative Technology) for more on climate change and the arts.

8. Green Streets.

British Gas are promoting a competition for innovative ideas from communities, for helping to generate energy from local renewable sources – register your interest on line at www.britishgas.co.uk for a chance to win the £100,000 prize.

9.’The Age of Stupid’

This major new film, themed around climate change will be shown at Theatr Gwaun on May1st – see www.transitionbrogwaun.org.uk for more information. 
10.TENP AGM.

We were delighted with the turnout for our first AGM, and with the calibre of the presentations from our guest speakers, and with the ensuing debate. For those of you who missed it, the minutes of the formal AGM, and the notes from the discussion groups are printed below.

11. Call for TENP Trustees.

The Trustees are still actively seeking more representatives from member organizations – in particular anyone with a special interest in bio diversity and also marine conservation, but over and above that, people who are willing and able to assist the development and growth of TENP. Please contact Marc for more information.

And finally – this newsletter/update is YOURS, so please let me know if you would like to contribute information etc to it, and if there are things that you would like to see more of, hear more about….. Use it or lose it, as it is said.

This update will be available in Welsh ASAP.

Thanks and best wishes

Marc Mordey, Coordinator.

23/3/09 

Minutes of the (first) Annual General Meeting of the 

The Environmental Network for Pembrokeshire 

Held at 

The Bloomfield Centre, Narberth on

Wednesday January 28th 2009 at 7.00pm

Present: Charlie Mason, Martin Bell, Madeleine Bland, Neil Bland, Sandra Bayes, Robbie Manson, Nathan Walton, Andrea McConnell, Tessa Pearson, Graham Phillips, Gina Wood, Fiona Evans, Jake Hollyfield, Jenny Sims, Jestke Germing, Peter Belcher, Richard Brown, Bethan Cox, Alan Buckfield, Rosey Mitchell, Bettina Becker, Lionel White, Michael Isaac, Sally Davies, Mary Smith, Helen Beazley, Brian John, Tracey Price, Steven Bradley, Sarah Kelly, Dean Chapman, Chris Le Breton, Cllr Ken Rowlands, Angela Burns AM, Neil Ingham, Marc Mordey  were present representing 16 TENP member organisations and a variety of and supporting organisations and individuals.

Apologies for Absence were received from Mick Bates AM (Chair WAG Sustainability Committee), Paul Davies AM, Sue Leonard, Peter Davis, Tom Latter, Liz Morris, Lammas, Stella Mayn, Jane Gibson, Vicky Tomlinson, Cliff Benson, Kate Morgan, Mari Williams, Alison Kavanagh, Phil Thompson, Michelle Webber, Jo Horsley, Anna Terzi, Bryn Parry-Jones, Janet and Vi Roberts, Dr S Jones. 

1. Chairman's Report for the Year 1st August 2007 to 31st July 2008.

 

The Chairman welcomed members and guests to the first AGM of TENP and began by stressing that Network is an organisation of member organisations all of which have the concept of a sustainable environment at the heart of their varying interests. 

 

The organisation, which was registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee on 31st July 2007, is administered by three Trustees, namely Madeleine Bland (representing the Ramblers Association), Martin Bell (representing Pembrokeshire Historic Buildings Trust) and The Chairman (representing Friends of the Earth).  Brian Powdrill (who represented Friends of the Pembrokeshire National Park) had also been a Trustee within the year but had to resign unfortunately due to ill health.  

 

The Directors have been greatly assisted by Bettina Becker and other officers of PAVS, Jo Horsley of Environment Wales, Jetske Germing and other officers of PLANED, Lucy Swannell and colleagues at CCW and Jake Hollyfield of the Eco Centre at Newport who have acted as Advisors. Tracey Morris, a volunteer, had assisted with managing the Accounts.

 

Successful applications for financial assistance had generated funding from Chevron (Pembroke) for £4000 over two years, Environment Wales for a Start-Up Grant of £1000 and the Countryside Council for Wales for a staged grant of £6,000 for each of two years.  TENP has also been registered with Environment Wales as a potential applicant for a Management Grant.  Trustees had sought these grants as it was quickly realised that the programme described in TENP's Business Plan exceeded the capacity of its volunteer Committee to deliver. 

 

Trustees have, with the assistance of its Advisors (Environment Wales, PLANED, PAVS and the Eco-Centre) prepared the Business Plan, which includes a Foreword endorsed by the UKSDC Commissioner for Wales.  A TENP website has been designed and launched in March 2008 with the assistance of Neil Bland (website designer).

 

The Committee has organised 4 public events since August 2007, each followed by a Newsletter and there have been 11 Committee meetings generally with Advisers present.  The Committee had also responded to a number of Consultation Papers issued by the County Council, NPA or the Assembly Government. 

 

The Chairman added that since the end of July and with the grants available as already described, TENP has appointed Marc Mordey, who has considerable experience and interest in environmental concerns, to co-ordinate the organisation and deliver the TENP Business Plan.  It is thanks to our funders that TENP is in this select position of being able to enjoy the benefits of a Co-ordinator and the Chairman requested that the membership made the most of this asset. 

 

He also added that the TENP policy Position Statements had been approved in September 2008 and that they form the basis of any responses by TENP to consultation opportunities. 

 

Mr Mason thanked everyone and their organisations that had helped with the establishment, management and funding of TENP and added that TENP exists for its members and those interested in the development of sustainability and looked to an increased and active membership over the coming years.

2. Financial report: A Profit and Loss Account and Balance Sheet (year ending July 21st 2008) were presented at the meeting, and were proposed, seconded and agreed by those members present.
3. Election of officers.  The Company Secretary took the Chair for the election of the Chair of the Trust for 2009-10.  Charlie Mason was proposed, seconded and re-elected unopposed. 

The Chairman sought nominations for Trustees. The following were proposed, seconded and re-elected: - 

Company Secretary - Martin Bell.

Trustee. Madeleine Bland.

The Chairman tried to encourage additional trustees to join the Committee, a necessary resource if TENP is to successfully deliver its Business Plan. 

There being no other business, the formal AGM closed at 19.15 and was followed by discussion and debate on the following theme:

“Building bridges between the voluntary and statutory sector (concerned with issues about the environment and sustainable development) in Pembrokeshire.”

Following the business meeting, presentations were given by Angela Burns AM, and Neil Ingham of Sustain Wales. Both speakers addressed the issues and ideas pertaining to increasing cooperation, collaboration and consultation between the voluntary and statutory sector. The notes below represent a brief summary of the 2 speakers’ presentations.

Angela Burns spoke of her enhanced and increasing knowledge around environmental and sustainable development issues, and of her belief in the need to ensure that the voluntary sector was directly involved in government, at the national and the local level. Having talked to a number of local organisations which were involved in the environment and related activities it appeared that some individual organisations had excellent relationships and routes in to local government (and on occasion to national government) but that for many smaller organisations there was a very different story being told. There was a need for greater involvement in, for example, the Voluntary Sector Liaison Group (which Angela said she had had some problems finding information about) and Pembrokeshire would do well to look at examples such as the Vale Of Glamorgan Voluntary Sector Liaison Group, where membership was open to all voluntary groups, with public meetings and a website available to all, likewise in Northumberland. Angela then went on to talk about the idea of Compacts and recommended that TENP should pursue the development of such a Compact with Pembrokeshire County Council. In conclusion Angela spoke of the issues relating to consultations and acknowledged that pace and volume can be a problem for voluntary organisations and individuals, and that these processes ca absorb a lot of time – however, Angela did feel that it was very important that voluntary organisations did participate as fully as was possible.

Neil Ingham gave a presentation in which he spoke of the need amongst many community based groups for education and information sharing about the concerns relating to the environment and sustainable development. He talked about the “triple crunch” – 1.financial and economic upheaval 2.climate change and 3. Peak oil coupled with huge population growth. We are at an interesting and important point in time and also facing an unsustainable situation and many people are concerned as to how we will fare. Neil offered the idea that one of the key roles for an organisation like TENP is to start acting as if sustainable development is a positive thing and to be a catalyst for new ideas, and for advising and encouraging people on how to change our unsustainable behaviour. Achieving change demanded dialogue and also a recognition that there were constraints on all organisations and groups, and to be tolerant of these constraints. Neil talked about there being an absence of political leadership around the debate on our unsustainable living, and suggested that whilst TENP should try and be involved in Compacts, Community Strategy and the like, that there was an equally, if not more important role for TENP to try and fill the vacuum in leadership, offering ideas and forming new solutions, promoting debate and discussion and setting a different agenda.

There was a brief discussion following the presentations, after which the meeting broke into 3 groups to discuss a range of issues. The summary of those groups is as follows:

What are the main mechanisms for joint working and how effective are they?

· Networks, e.g. PLANED has established a network for farmers, the Pembrokeshire Sustainable Agriculture Network.
· PLANED and PAVS are involved in promoting networks, offering voluntary sector views and ideas and in stimulating discussion and debate.

· Changing views at ground level.

· Direct discussions with Assembly Members and local Councillors.

· Various Forums.

· The voluntary sector needs to be involved in consultations from the outset, there is a need for more work on the areas we agree on, and to separate the requirements and agendas of specific interest groups vis a vis more general concerns.

· All lobby groups should engage with the grass roots.

Are there alternative methods for making joint working more effective?

· We need to research the current situation (how many environmental organisations working in Pembrokeshire are TENP members?) and ensure that smaller groups are able to feed in via TENP.

· We need an environmental version of “one voice Wales”.

· We need to raise public awareness.

· Single-issue groups can influence wider issues.

· We need better use of IT for participation and consultation, and to develop the use of the TENP website for a calendar of events and other communications.

· A Green magazine (such as “Greenlight” sold in Swansea) to be sold to the public.

· The County Council should be more open about it’s workings.

· TENP needs to promote itself as widely as possible.

· TENP member organisations should use the TENP logo.

What do member organisations and other stakeholders want from TENP?

· Sharing ideas and information in Pembrokeshire.

· To revive the dialogue with the Local Authority.

· Sharing the expertise of voluntary sector organisations.

· Taping in and linking to the wider public.

· Advice to groups who are starting up.

· To demonstrate, celebrate and publicise successes.

· To encourage grassroots initiatives.

· To run/be involved with Fora on specific themes, e.g. waste, transport, and to facilitate dialogue with PCC.

· To try and avoid duplication.

· To focus on local, Pembrokeshire issues.

· To facilitate discussion and dialogue on contentious issues, e.g. power generation, incineration.

Marc Mordey (Co-ordinator).  

Marc Mordey (TENP Coordinator)
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