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To all TENP members

Dear colleagues,

Member’s update; JULY 2009.

REMINDER – post your information about events, ideas and initiatives, on your website: www.tenp.org.uk
 Please note that we now have a Calendar page on the website and we are inviting ALL TENP members to publicise events, meetings and the like on that page. Rather than flooding people’s in boxes with information of this sort, we will be placing as much as is possible on the website – so PLEASE visit often. TENP specific events will continue to be publicised on the Events page of the website. 

You can email your contributions to myself or DIRECT to our website administrator Neil Bland. Please can you give copy to Neil at – nrbland@gotadsl.co.uk - as far in advance as is possible please.
I hope it a brief overview might be useful to give TENP members of our activity since the last newsletter – this is only a very brief summary, but hopefully it gives a picture to members of the main focus of TENP work.
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–

 21/7/09.

 

 

·

 

There have been a number of meetings with other organisations 

–

  

with Milford Haven Port Authority (to discuss hosting of an event and 

also possible funding 

–

 the latter not forthcoming but some “in kind” 

assistance of use of conference 

rooms has been offered). Also a 

meeting was held with the Head of Planning and the Sustainable 

Development Fund Officer of PCNPA to discuss more collaborative 

working  and also the possibility of applying for funding (see below).

 

·

 

Three applications for mem

bership have been received and approved; 

these are, Haverfordwest Transition Town, Pembrokeshire Association 

of Community Transport Organisations (PACTO) and the 

Pembrokeshire South East Energy Group. More information and contact 

information for each group

 can be found on the TENP website. 

Meanwhile;WELCOME!

 

·

 

A lot of information on consultations and events has been posted on 

the website 

–

 

www.tenp.org.uk

 

-

 and the calendar has been regularly 

updated, as well as postin

g information on consultations and so on. A 

members update was produced in May and this too is posted on the 

website

 

·

 

The Board of Trustees has met once (30/6/09) and a programme of 

events and activity  for the autumn/early winter has been devised (see 

belo

w).

 

·

 

The Feed In Tariffs event was held on 21/5/09 

–

 some 70 plus people 

attended and the feedback on the conference (arranged in co

-

operation with West Wales Eco Centre ) was very positive. A 

conference report can be accessed via the TENP website.

 

·

 

The Busi

ness Plan has been revised and restructured and is posted on 

the TENP website. 

 

·

 

E mail correspondence with member organisations, on a range of 

topics has been constant. 

 

·

 

Work has been undertaken by Trustees and other members in 

response to the Local Develo

pment Plan process (PCC and PCNPA).

 

·

 

Coordinator attended a Climate Change Network day. 

 

 

 

 


Other news/information.

Item 1.

Meeting with Ifor Jones and Emma Taylor PCNPA, 2nd July 2009.

I met with Ifor and Emma to discuss the Park’s work in and around combating climate change, community participation and to see the work that has been done at the Park’s HQ (rainwater harvesting, wood pellet boiler system and some solar heating).

Ifor and Emma will be producing a briefing note for the September TENP members update, which will outline a position statement on planning issues, and what support, advice and guidance officers of PCNPA can offer. Emma will provide a briefing note on what sorts of schemes SDF has funded, and also offer thoughts on how the scheme might unfold for the future.

Meanwhile, reducing emissions is an absolute priority for PCNPA as is raising awareness of climate change and it’s consequences to both residents and visitors, with the goal of a 3% reduction pa.

We have a copy (e mailable) of PCNPA, Renewables, draft final response- please let me know if you want a copy.

So please look out for these information updates and comprehensive contact information from PCNPA in the next newsletter.

Item 2. Briefing note ref renewable energy. By Charlie Mason, Chair of TENP.
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PEMBROKESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL CONSIDERS RENEWABLE 

ENERGY OPTIONS.

 

 

PCC Chief Officer and Member are currently discussing a policy paper, which 

considers a range of high impact renewable energy options that the County Council 

might a

dopt in the future.

 

 

This is good news for the environment and an important step to achieving a 

Sustainable County, TENP’s key aim.

 

 

The ‘driver’ for the County Councils discussions is the UK’s Carbon Reduction 

Commitment, which comes into effect in 2010. 

This will require all large energy 

users to reduce their C02 emissions. Failure to do so will lead to financial penalties 

(the approach is similar to the land fill tax levy for waste). For more information go 

to: 

www.lga.gov.uk/lga/publications/publication

-

display.do?id=1933844

.

 

 

While TENP is often constructively critical of the County Council’s failure to adopt 

Sustainable Development principles in its policies and p

ractices we are also keen to 

promote ‘good news’.

 

 

PCC has already approved the turning off of street lights, from midnight to 5am, as a 

way of saving energy and money. 

 

 

The new Portfield Special School has received a ‘A’ rating for energy efficiency, one

 

of the first in Wales. We are assured that all new buildings, at the ‘drawing board 

stage, being considered by PCC are ‘A’ rated designs.

 

 

Clearly funding for capital investment is a major concern for all public bodies but 

energy saving is good for the en

vironment and the public purse. 

 

 

The UK’s Energy White papers, (published on the 15

th

 July) provides more details on 

‘Feed In Tariffs (Clean Energy Cash Back) which are expected to provide a major 

boost to investment in renewable energy with the potential

, if grasped, to reduce C02, 

and create jobs locally.

 

 

CM 14/7/09

 


Item 3

TENP Board meetings will be held on the following dates;

September 4th
October 12th
November 23rd
If you have anything that you would like your Trustees to consider at one of their meetings (issues. ideas for events..) please let Marc have the information at least one week before the scheduled meeting. 

Item 4.

Next TENP members meeting:

Wednesday September 9th 2009, 2 – 4 p.m, at Oriel y Parc St Davids.

Theme – Sustainable building.

Our keynote speaker will be Philip Roach of PCNPA. A separate invitation will accompany this mailing.

Advance notice of TENP AGM :

This will be held on January 21st 2010 and we hope to theme the meeting around the response of the energy industry to the challenges of peak oil/climate change and so on. More information to follow.

Meanwhile we would like to know which suits TENP members best; afternoon or (early) evening meetings. Please can you let me know with a brief email stating your preference and we will go with the majority vote.

Item 5.

Press release from new member organization: PACTO.
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-

 getting Communities Moving

 

 

Pembrokeshire Minibus Match was launched at the Community Transport 

Forum in Letterston on 8

th

 June.   The idea is simple: to match community 

groups and schools that have a minibus with groups that need one.  

 

 

“

It’s like a community transport dating service!” said Rachel Evans, Chair of 

Pembrokeshire Association of Community Transport Organisations 

(PACTO), which is developing the scheme. “Everyone is a winner: Minibus 

owning groups get income from user groups, w

hich helps them meet the 

costs of running and replacing their vehicles.  Borrowing groups get access 

to affordable transport without the expense and responsibility of owning a 

bus themselves”.  

 

 

34 minibuses are already registered with the scheme, giving 

community 

groups access to large, small and wheelchair accessible minibuses at 

locations throughout Pembrokeshire.  

 

 

“Groups wishing to borrow a minibus through the scheme are normally 

expected to provide a driver” said Rachel Evans “However we do have a 

pool of volunteers to help groups that don’t have their own driver”.  All 

drivers are trained to the nationally accredited Minibus Driver Awareness 

Scheme standard.

 

 

The scheme is open to any community group or not

-

for

-

profit organisation in 

Pembrokeshire.

  The first 100 groups to register their interest in Minibus 

Match will receive vouchers towards the cost of driver training.  For more 

information call the Minibus Match Booking Coordinators free on 0800 783 

1584. 

 

 

Pembrokeshire Minibus Match has receive

d funding through the Big Lottery 

Fund and the Rural Development Plan for Wales 2007

-

2013 which is funded 

by the Welsh Assembly Government and the European Agricultural Fund for 

Rural Development.

 


Item 6. 

Participation in online consultation “Towards Zero Waste” – register your thoughts and views by going to;

www.wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/wastestrategy
(see FoE response summarized in Item 10)

Item 7.

Gina Shines sent a message with the link to an excellent (short) film called “The Story of Stuff” which you can find by clicking onto; www.thestoryofstuff.com 

This 20 minute film gets some very useful, basic ideas across and kick starts some active thinking. Well worth a look. Thanks Gina.

Please remember – anything that you come across that you feel other TENP members might like to share in/learn more about? Send me the information and I will pass it along. Thank you.

Item 8.

“Wildlife and Natural History” with Michael Isaac.

There will be a series of lectures on the above topic, to be held at the Adult Education Centre, Crymych, commencing 30/9/09 at 7 p.m.

Phone 01792 295786 for more information and/or see TENP website.

Please remember – as stated above, we are trying to put as much information about courses like this, TENP members events and other calendar type details on the TENP website. Let us know asap and we will post your info and keep an eye on www.tenp.org.uk for interesting opportunities.

Item 9.

July 2009






NATURAL LINKS – AUTUMN PROGRAMME ‘A HEDGEROW HARVEST’ 
Dear 
We would like to invite you to participate in Natural Links, our free programme of environmentally-themed activities for community groups. Our next seasonal programme, which will involve a variety of practical activities & crafts connected with hedgerows, runs from mid September until the end of October.
This is how the programme will be run:
· Each group will include a minimum of 6 / maximum of 8 participants including any support workers. 
· So that they can get as much benefit as possible, all participants need to commit to 4 visits (3 visits - Group D).
· Activity days begin PROMPTLY at 10am (9.30am for tea/coffee) and run to 4pm as follows:-
	
	GROUP A
	GROUP B
	GROUP C
	* GROUP D 

	DAY 1
	Tues 22nd Sept
	Wed 23rd Sept
	Fri 25th Sept
	Tues 27th Oct

	DAY 2
	Tues 29th Sept
	Wed 30th Sept
	Fri 2nd Oct
	Wed 28th Oct

	DAY 3
	Tues 6th Oct
	Thurs 8th Oct
	Fri 9th Oct
	Thurs 29th Oct

	Day 4
	Tues 20th Oct
	Thurs 22nd Oct
	Fri 23rd Oct
	


* Group D will run during half term week and will initially be a 3 day programme with an optional 4th day if there is enough interest. This is open to local individuals and small family groups.  Young people 13+ are welcome to attend with a parent or guardian and those aged over 16 can take part independently. 
· The 4 day programme includes: biodiversity of hedgerows (½ day) , medicinal hedgerow herbs (½ day) ,  basket making using hedgerow materials (1 day), making peg loom fleece rugs incorporating fleece dyed with hedgerow materials (1 day) & hedge-laying (1 day). Please note that the hedge-laying day involves sharp tools & takes place outside.
· As well as making a lasting contribution to Denmark Farm, all participants will have mementos to take away.
· Groups can be residential - simple dormitory style/self catering accommodation available if required.
· A seasonal Celebration Event will be held during the evening of Sunday 1st November (more details to follow).
· Please note that Natural Links is only available to adults and young people of 13+.
· There is no charge to take part in the Natural Links programme, however please see note about cancellation fees and deposit on the booking form.
Interested? If so, please telephone or email us to check availability of dates. Then return the Booking Form as confirmation. 
We very much look forward to welcoming you here at Denmark Farm. 
	Yours faithfully   
Tamara Morris, 
Natural Links Project Officer
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Ps. Participants will need to bring outdoor clothing and stout footwear (as some activities will be outside) and a packed lunch as we have no shop or café on site. Drinks during morning / afternoon breaks are provided.
NATURAL LINKS Groups & Individuals Booking Form – Sept - Oct 2009
Please email (info@shared-earth-trust.org.uk) or phone (01570 493358) first to discuss your needs and availability of dates,
then complete this form and return to address below. Places are limited and will be filled on a first come first serve basis.
	Your name:
	
	Group/Organisation Name:
	

	Address line 1:
	
	Address line 2:
	

	Town:
	
	Postcode:
	

	Telephone:
	
	Email:
	

	* Agreed dates x 4
(please discuss these with us before returning this form)
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4

	Any special needs / requirements?:
	

	Individuals - please provide us with a name and contact details of someone we can call (in the case of emergency) whilst you are with us:
	
	Please sign here to confirm that you commit to participate on the four days indicated below unless there are any unavoidable circumstances 
(i.e. illness):
	

	If you are booking on behalf of a group please provide us with a brief description of your group and its activities.
	
	** No. in group:
	

	
	
	** No. of support workers:
	


** Min 6/ Max 8 people (additional people i.e. support workers are welcome but, if participating in activities, they should not take the overall group size beyond 8 people).
NB. CANCELLATION FEE & DEPOSIT
Groups - In order to cover unavoidable costs we will charge £150 if a groups cancels within 24 hours of visit and £75 within 7 days. 
Individual participants (not booking as part of a pre-formed group) should send a deposit cheque for £25 (payable to Shared Earth Trust), which will be refunded after participants have attended all sessions. Individual’s bookings will not be confirmed until we receive this. 
GROUP TRANSPORT Do you have access to transport? YES / NO  If not, do you need assistance in order to attend? YES / NO
WELSH LANGUAGE Not all of our facilitators are Welsh speakers. However, please let us know if any of you require information in Welsh. 
Natural Links Photographic Consent 
Natural Links is a programme of seasonal environmental activities for community groups, run by the Shared Earth Trust at Denmark Farm, near Lampeter.  To celebrate the completion of each programme we would like to provide a certificate for each participant, a CD library of photographs for the group and an exhibition showing what has been achieved. In order to help make this possible, and to promote Natural Links to others, we would appreciate the permission of participants (or their parent or guardian) to make photographic records. 
If applying as an individual participant please complete the following. If you are a group leader please complete the following on behalf of yourself and we will send you copies of this form for you to get permission from all your group participants before you attend.








                                 




Thank you.
I give / don’t give (delete as appropriate) permission for photographic & video evidence to be taken for feedback and external publicity purposes.
Name of participant:









Date: 



Signature (must be parent or guardian if participant is under 16):








Please print name of signatory, if parent or guardian: 









 
  Please return this form no later than Monday 24th August 2009, many thanks. 
Shared Earth Trust, Denmark Farm Conservation Centre, Betws Bledrws, Lampeter, Ceredigion, SA48 8PB
Item 10.

WAG’s Towards Zero Waste consultation: Short Summary of  FoE Cymru’s Response

Summary:

The consultation report asks whether we support the strategy’s ‘zero waste’ approach with a long-term aim of zero waste and ‘one Wales: one planet’ by 2050 and a medium-term aim of 70% recycling across all sectors by 2025? 

Whilst relatively progressive in relation to the targets currently set in England the strategy does not offer “Zero Waste”. Zero waste means zero residual waste and not simply no waste to landfill.
A ‘one Wales: one planet’ target is commendable and necessary but 2050 is far too long a wait given the current environmental and social imperatives. We no longer have time to prevaricate and delay.  Bold and urgent action is necessary now and the target should be brought forward to no later than 2030. 
Similarly a “medium term aim of 70% recycling” will not deliver the change that is now imperative if we are to make an adequate national contribution in reducing serious social and environmental damage from climate change. The seriousness of our predicament now justifies implementing the measures necessary to deliver a 70% recycling target by 2015; with 80% by 2020.  These targets must be combined with the waste reduction necessary to achieve the one Wales; one planet target by 2025.
The headline 70% target is not a real recycling target in any case – it is proposed to include use of incinerator ash (an option that was recently rejected in England) together with other previously excluded wastes such as from beach cleaning.  At best incinerator ash is down-cycling of materials.  As it is now recognised that much incinerator bottom ash is likely to be hazardous waste it would support the dangerous spreading of toxic material into the environment.  The real recycling target - just 63% - is hidden in the supporting “future Directions” papers.
The strategy acknowledges that “massive” levels of waste reduction are needed to achieve zero waste and the ‘one Wales: one planet’ target but then fails to address the waste reduction challenge in any meaningful way. Suggestions that waste should be ‘stabilised’ through to 2020 when a paltry 1% waste reduction target would bite are irrelevant in the face of the obvious need for much larger reductions – and are already out of date given the 7% fall in waste arisings that have been recorded since 2004/5
.  The consultation documents are wrong to suggest that waste is currently growing.
This strategy would have been good had it been proposed fifteen years ago.  Today it is clear that it does not even approach what is urgently needed and other areas of Europe  - along with St. Arvans in Wales – already comfortably exceed the targets that are proposed as aims for 2025.  
It is deeply compromised by promoting incineration.  Incinerators lock us into an eternal present of waste generation and disposal. The capital investment they embody and their relentless hunger for feedstock places a very real cap on minimisation, reuse and recycling of waste for at least a generation. They provide an easy option for waste that stifles innovation, imagination and incentives. They effectively kill off the possibility of transforming waste management from its current obsession with cheap disposal to the genuinely worthwhile goal of high added-value resource utilization [2].
The Stern report says the scientific evidence for climate change is now “overwhelming” and that  “climate change presents very serious global risks” which demand “an urgent global response”.  The simple conclusion is that “the benefits of strong, early action considerably outweigh the costs.”  This strategy does not offer the ‘strong early action’ that is needed and should be redrafted to reflect the real scale of the challenges that our society must meet.
The proposed Welsh Waste Strategy, and particularly the 70% headline municipal waste recycling target, is moving in the right direction but as it currently stands it will not deliver the necessary contribution to the “One Wales: One Planet” goal.  Far greater emphasis is needed on waste reduction with targets being set.   For many reasons, including the lack of flexibility in a time of great change, incineration should be excluded as an option.  The inclusion of incineration and ash recycling seriously risks undermining the progressive recycling targets and the levels of waste reduction that are necessary.  This is not a true “Zero Waste” strategy whilst incineration is included as an option.  The Strategy is not consistent with the requirements in Wales (but not now in England) to demonstrate the ‘Best Practicable Environmental Option’ or comply with the ‘proximity principle’.
July 24th 2009

Item 11.

The case study detailed below was submitted by Pembroke 21C – thanks to all colleagues there and we would encourage all TENP members to share such examples of good practice and learning.

Case Study: Pembroke Can Make A Difference!
Summary / Text for e-bulletin:
A group is working with residents of the town to cut energy and water consumption and measure the difference.
Caption for main image: Cycle Leader Training. One of the monthly messages is ‘Get On Your Bike!’
Case Study Town: Pembroke
County: Pembrokeshire
Country: Wales
Case study overview:
The main aim of ‘Pembroke Can Make A Difference!’ is to look at how a small community can respond positively to the challenges of climate change and reduce its impact on the environment. 
The project being run by the Sustainable Energy Group of the Pembroke 21C Community Association Ltd and it was launched in June 2009 at the town’s Potato Festival. 
The group is conducting an energy and lifestyle audit to establish the community’s baseline carbon footprint and energy consumption. The aim is to survey a sample of 350 people, using a methodology developed by post-graduate students from the Welsh School Of Architecture at Cardiff University.
People will be encouraged to make changes through an awareness raising programme. There will be a series of monthly messages. These began in June with ‘Save Water’ - a leaflet with Water Saving Tips was printed and everyone who completed a lifestyle questionnaire received a free bag with a cistern hippo and information from the Environment Agency.  July’s message was ‘Get On Your Bike’, including a scheme to train five local people through Cycle Training Wales as ride leaders. These will continue, with the 2010 programme to be published in a calendar featuring pictures from a competition involving the area’s primary school children. Schools are also being encouraged to get involved in the wider project.
Each area will have a ‘Green Champion’ to raise awareness and give advice and information. There will also be seminars and fairs with partner organisations and community workshops and events. 
Participants will keep diaries of their progress to see how behaviour change can make a difference.  People who make the most change could win a ‘Green Oscar’ for their efforts!
Based on the results of the audit, the group plans to initiate solutions such as small scale renewable energy projects and transport initiatives e.g. walk to school or car share. 
The project ends in December 2010, when a further audit will measure any changes in attitudes, behaviour and lifestyles as well as improvements to environmental impact.  
The outcomes should include a more positive response to the challenges of climate change, a better understanding of the changes we need to make , a smaller ecological footprint and a better sense of community cohesion.
The project is registered with Environment Wales.  So far funding has been received from Awards for All Wales and the Waterloo Foundation.  A significant contribution was made to carrying out the research for and developing the questionnaire from post-graduate Sustainable Development students at the Welsh School of Architecture in Cardiff.  
Project costs: £22,807
Web link: www.pembroke21c.org/sustainableenergy
Item 12.
An article forwarded from Transition Bro Gwaun via Haverfordwest Transition Town. Hope you enjoy it.

	Hi, all.
This tells it as it is in a nutshell.  I hope you find it inspiring.  What choices are we each prepared to make?
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	Paul Hawken is a friend of CharityFocus, renowned entrepreneur, visionary environmental activist, founder of Wiser Earth and author of many books -- most recently Blessed Unrest.  On May 3rd 2009 he was presented with an honorary doctorate of humane letters by University of Portland, when he delivered this commencement address.
<<When I was invited to give this speech, I was asked if I could give a simple short talk that was "direct, naked, taut, honest, passionate, lean, shivering, startling, and graceful." No pressure there. 
Let's begin with the startling part. Class of 2009: you are going to have to figure out what it means to be a human being on earth at a time when every living system is declining, and the rate of decline is accelerating. Kind of a mind-boggling situation... but not one peer-reviewed paper published in the last thirty years can refute that statement. Basically, civilization needs a new operating system, you are the programmers, and we need it within a few decades.
This planet came with a set of instructions, but we seem to have misplaced them. Important rules like don't poison the water, soil, or air, don't let the earth get overcrowded, and don't touch the thermostat have been broken. Buckminster Fuller said that spaceship earth was so ingeniously designed that no one has a clue that we are on one, flying through the universe at a million miles per hour, with no need for seatbelts, lots of room in coach, and really good food—but all that is changing.
There is invisible writing on the back of the diploma you will receive, and in case you didn't bring lemon juice to decode it, I can tell you what it says: You are Brilliant, and the Earth is Hiring. The earth couldn't afford to send recruiters or limos to your school. It sent you rain, sunsets, ripe cherries, night blooming jasmine, and that unbelievably cute person you are dating. Take the hint. And here's the deal: Forget that this task of planet-saving is not possible in the time required. Don't be put off by people who know what is not possible. Do what needs to be done, and check to see if it was impossible only after you are done.
When asked if I am pessimistic or optimistic about the future, my answer is always the same: If you look at the science about what is happening on earth and aren't pessimistic, you don't understand the data. But if you meet the people who are working to restore this earth and the lives of the poor, and you aren't optimistic, you haven't got a pulse. What I see everywhere in the world are ordinary people willing to confront despair, power, and incalculable odds in order to restore some semblance of grace, justice, and beauty to this world. The poet Adrienne Rich wrote, "So much has been destroyed I have cast my lot with those who, age after age, perversely, with no extraordinary power, reconstitute the world." There could be no better description. Humanity is coalescing. It is reconstituting the world, and the action is taking place in schoolrooms, farms, jungles, villages, campuses, companies, refugee camps, deserts, fisheries, and slums.
You join a multitude of caring people. No one knows how many groups and organizations are working on the most salient issues of our day: climate change, poverty, deforestation, peace, water, hunger, conservation, human rights, and more. This is the largest movement the world has ever seen. Rather than control, it seeks connection. Rather than dominance, it strives to disperse concentrations of power. Like Mercy Corps, it works behind the scenes and gets the job done. Large as it is, no one knows the true size of this movement. It provides hope, support, and meaning to billions of people in the world. Its clout resides in idea, not in force.
It is made up of teachers, children, peasants, businesspeople, rappers, organic farmers, nuns, artists, government workers, fisherfolk, engineers, students, incorrigible writers, weeping Muslims, concerned mothers, poets, doctors without borders, grieving Christians, street musicians, the President of the United States of America, and as the writer David James Duncan would say, the Creator, the One who loves us all in such a huge way.
There is a rabbinical teaching that says if the world is ending and the Messiah arrives, first plant a tree, and then see if the story is true. Inspiration is not garnered from the litanies of what may befall us; it resides in humanity's willingness to restore, redress, reform, rebuild, recover, reimagine, and reconsider. "One day you finally knew what you had to do, and began, though the voices around you kept shouting their bad advice," is Mary Oliver's description of moving away from the profane toward a deep sense of connectedness to the living world.
Millions of people are working on behalf of strangers, even if the evening news is usually about the death of strangers. This kindness of strangers has religious, even mythic origins, and very specific eighteenth-century roots. Abolitionists were the first people to create a national and global movement to defend the rights of those they did not know. Until that time, no group had filed a grievance except on behalf of itself. The founders of this movement were largely unknown -- Granville Clark, Thomas Clarkson, Josiah Wedgwood — and their goal was ridiculous on the face of it: at that time three out of four people in the world were enslaved. Enslaving each other was what human beings had done for ages. And the abolitionist movement was greeted with incredulity.  Conservative spokesmen ridiculed the abolitionists as liberals, progressives, do-gooders, meddlers, and activists. They were told they would ruin the economy and drive England into poverty. But for the first time in history a group of people organized themselves to help people they would never know, from whom they would never receive direct or indirect benefit. And today tens of millions of
people do this every day. It is called the world of non-profits, civil society, schools, social entrepreneurship, non-governmental organizations, and companies who place social and environmental justice at the top of their strategic goals. The scope and scale of this effort is unparalleled in history.
The living world is not "out there" somewhere, but in your heart. What do we know about life? In the words of biologist Janine Benyus, life creates the conditions that are conducive to life. I can think of no better motto for a future economy. We have tens of thousands of abandoned homes without people and tens of thousands of abandoned people without homes. We have failed bankers advising failed regulators on how to save failed assets. We are the only species on the planet without full employment. Brilliant. We have an economy that tells us that it is cheaper to destroy earth in real time rather than renew, restore, and sustain it. You can print money to bail out a bank but you can't print life to bail out a planet. At present we are stealing the future, selling it in the present, and calling it gross domestic product. We can just as easily have an economy that is based on healing the future instead of stealing it. We can either create assets for the future or take the assets of the future. One is called restoration and the other exploitation. And whenever we exploit the earth we exploit people and cause untold suffering. Working for the earth is not a way to get rich, it is a way to be rich.
The first living cell came into being nearly 40 million centuries ago, and its direct descendants are in all of our bloodstreams. Literally you are breathing molecules this very second that were inhaled by Moses, Mother Teresa, and Bono. We are vastly interconnected. Our fates are inseparable. We are here because the dream of every cell is to become two cells. And dreams come true. In each of you are one quadrillion cells, 90 percent of which are not human cells. Your body is a community, and without those other microorganisms you would perish in hours. Each human cell has 400 billion molecules conducting millions of processes between trillions of atoms.
The total cellular activity in one human body is staggering: one septillion actions at any one moment, a one with twenty-four zeros after it. In a millisecond, our body has undergone ten times more processes than there are stars in the universe, which is exactly what Charles Darwin foretold when he said science would discover that each living creature was a "little universe, formed of a host of self-propagating organisms, inconceivably minute and as numerous as the stars of heaven."
So I have two questions for you all: First, can you feel your body? Stop for a moment. Feel your body. One septillion activities going on simultaneously, and your body does this so well you are free to ignore it, and wonder instead when this speech will end. You can feel it. It is called life. This is who you are.
Second question: who is in charge of your body? Who is managing those molecules? Hopefully not a political party. Life is creating the conditions that are conducive to life inside you, just as in all of nature. Our innate nature is to create the conditions that are conducive to life. What I want you to imagine is that collectively humanity is evincing a deep innate wisdom in coming together to heal the wounds and insults of the past.
Ralph Waldo Emerson once asked what we would do if the stars only came out once every thousand years. No one would sleep that night, of course. The world would create new religions overnight. We would be ecstatic, delirious, made rapturous by the glory of God. Instead, the stars come out every night and we watch television.
This extraordinary time when we are globally aware of each other and the multiple dangers that threaten civilization has never happened, not in a thousand years, not in ten thousand years. Each of us is as complex and beautiful as all the stars in the universe. We have done great things and we have gone way off course in terms of honouring creation. You are graduating to the most amazing, stupefying challenge ever bequested to any generation. The generations before you failed. They didn't stay up all night. They got distracted and lost sight of the fact that life is a miracle every moment of your existence. Nature beckons you to be on her side. You couldn't ask for a better boss. The most unrealistic person in the world is the cynic, not the dreamer. Hope only makes sense when it doesn't make sense to be hopeful. This is your century. Take it and run as if your life depends on it. >>
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Item 13.

There is a consultation on “ The transposition of the revised Waste Framework Directive (Directive 2008/98/EC) England and Wales – if you would like a copy of the consultation document please e-mail wfdu@defra.gsi.gov.uk or telephone 0207 238 1215.

This consultation covers issues such as the waste hierarchy, extended producer responsibility, re-use and recycling, bio-waste and a host of other such issues. Responses have to be in by 9/10/09.

I can forward a fuller email copy of the information if required. Also, the GloballySusDCymru E-zine gives a lot of information about various initiatives and consultations (too many to list here). 

Item 14.

Vicky Moller has set up a useful website – www.simplesite.com
Item 15.

Haverfordwest Transition Town is setting up a Green Fayre, Saturday September 19th. For more information, contact, saldavies@hotmail.co.uk 

NB: This newsletter will be available in Welsh asap – please contact me if you would like a copy by email or in the post, and we will place both versions onto the TENP website : www.tenp.org.uk 

And finally – I not be carrying out any TENP work during August. Please enjoy the summer and look forward to being back in touch in September.

All best wishes

Marc Mordey (TENP Co-ordinator)

29/7/09
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1/5/09 – 21/7/09.


· There have been a number of meetings with other organisations –  with Milford Haven Port Authority (to discuss hosting of an event and also possible funding – the latter not forthcoming but some “in kind” assistance of use of conference rooms has been offered). Also a meeting was held with the Head of Planning and the Sustainable Development Fund Officer of PCNPA to discuss more collaborative working  and also the possibility of applying for funding (see below).


· Three applications for membership have been received and approved; these are, Haverfordwest Transition Town, Pembrokeshire Association of Community Transport Organisations (PACTO) and the Pembrokeshire South East Energy Group. More information and contact information for each group can be found on the TENP website. Meanwhile;WELCOME!


· A lot of information on consultations and events has been posted on the website – www.tenp.org.uk - and the calendar has been regularly updated, as well as posting information on consultations and so on. A members update was produced in May and this too is posted on the website


· The Board of Trustees has met once (30/6/09) and a programme of events and activity  for the autumn/early winter has been devised (see below).


· The Feed In Tariffs event was held on 21/5/09 – some 70 plus people attended and the feedback on the conference (arranged in co-operation with West Wales Eco Centre ) was very positive. A conference report can be accessed via the TENP website.


· The Business Plan has been revised and restructured and is posted on the TENP website. 


· E mail correspondence with member organisations, on a range of topics has been constant. 


· Work has been undertaken by Trustees and other members in response to the Local Development Plan process (PCC and PCNPA).


· Coordinator attended a Climate Change Network day. 
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Minibus Match - getting Communities Moving


Pembrokeshire Minibus Match was launched at the Community Transport Forum in Letterston on 8th June.   The idea is simple: to match community groups and schools that have a minibus with groups that need one.  


“It’s like a community transport dating service!” said Rachel Evans, Chair of Pembrokeshire Association of Community Transport Organisations (PACTO), which is developing the scheme. “Everyone is a winner: Minibus owning groups get income from user groups, which helps them meet the costs of running and replacing their vehicles.  Borrowing groups get access to affordable transport without the expense and responsibility of owning a bus themselves”.  


34 minibuses are already registered with the scheme, giving community groups access to large, small and wheelchair accessible minibuses at locations throughout Pembrokeshire.  


“Groups wishing to borrow a minibus through the scheme are normally expected to provide a driver” said Rachel Evans “However we do have a pool of volunteers to help groups that don’t have their own driver”.  All drivers are trained to the nationally accredited Minibus Driver Awareness Scheme standard.


The scheme is open to any community group or not-for-profit organisation in Pembrokeshire.  The first 100 groups to register their interest in Minibus Match will receive vouchers towards the cost of driver training.  For more information call the Minibus Match Booking Coordinators free on 0800 783 1584. 


Pembrokeshire Minibus Match has received funding through the Big Lottery Fund and the Rural Development Plan for Wales 2007-2013 which is funded by the Welsh Assembly Government and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development.


Notes to Editor

· Details of Photo:  Adrian Davies, coordinator of the PVT (Pembrokeshire Voluntary Transport) minibus based in Pembroke Dock, hands over the keys to Cllr Maureen Colgan, Deputy Mayor of Pembroke Dock, on behalf of St Johns Community Church, one of the first users of Pembrokeshire Minibus Match.   


· Contact Information:  Mary Smith 01239 821095
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LATEST NEWS (July 2009)


PEMBROKESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL CONSIDERS RENEWABLE ENERGY OPTIONS.


PCC Chief Officer and Member are currently discussing a policy paper, which considers a range of high impact renewable energy options that the County Council might adopt in the future.


This is good news for the environment and an important step to achieving a Sustainable County, TENP’s key aim.


The ‘driver’ for the County Councils discussions is the UK’s Carbon Reduction Commitment, which comes into effect in 2010. This will require all large energy users to reduce their C02 emissions. Failure to do so will lead to financial penalties (the approach is similar to the land fill tax levy for waste). For more information go to: www.lga.gov.uk/lga/publications/publication-display.do?id=1933844.


While TENP is often constructively critical of the County Council’s failure to adopt Sustainable Development principles in its policies and practices we are also keen to promote ‘good news’.


PCC has already approved the turning off of street lights, from midnight to 5am, as a way of saving energy and money. 


The new Portfield Special School has received a ‘A’ rating for energy efficiency, one of the first in Wales. We are assured that all new buildings, at the ‘drawing board stage, being considered by PCC are ‘A’ rated designs.


Clearly funding for capital investment is a major concern for all public bodies but energy saving is good for the environment and the public purse. 


The UK’s Energy White papers, (published on the 15th July) provides more details on ‘Feed In Tariffs (Clean Energy Cash Back) which are expected to provide a major boost to investment in renewable energy with the potential, if grasped, to reduce C02, and create jobs locally.


CM 14/7/09



