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To all TENP members

Member’s update; December 2008.

Firstly, my thanks to everyone who has responded to various mailings and provided me with confirmation of your email address and other such information. I have set up a TENP members and e mail distribution list and will try to use e-mail communication as much as possible – for all the usual reasons. If you have any event or other information that you would like circulated on this list, please send it to me at Mmordey@googlemail.com 

· Welcome to Narberth Allotments and to Transition Narberth who have both joined TENP within the last couple of weeks. 
· MEMBER’S EVENT: ‘Food for thought’ – TENP held an interesting and illuminating meeting in Narberth on the 11th November, focused around issues relating to Food Security. We were fortunate to have 2 excellent speakers, with Tom Latter giving a presentation on The Third Great Transition (a history of agriculture and an overview of many of the issues we face and need to overcome) and Shani Lawrence taking us through the history of the allotment movement, as well as referencing community gardening, guerilla gardening and the like. The presentations were followed with a wide-ranging discussion and debate, and particular importance was given to the issue of allotments, and the planning and legal issues relating to their development. A direct outcome of the meeting was that TENP was requested to write to Dr S Jones, Director of Development of Pembrokeshire County Council (PCC) to seek the views of PCC on what legal and planning issues there are – given that there do appear to be some impediments to the development of allotments in the County, and that PCC is a key player in this regard. A letter has been sent (and a copy can be seen on the TENP website, or ask Marc to email you one.)

· Also contributing to the meeting (in an e mail to TENP), Graham Holmes, Director of Housing, Pembrokeshire Housing Association (PHA) has offered the chance for a TENP member (or members) to take part in a pilot scheme, whereby PHA would identify a tenant, or possibly more than one, to turn their gardens over to vegetable production, and to monitor the success of the project. This would also be publicized in PHA’s newsletter to all its tenants. Graham is seeking input from TENP members who would be able and willing to act as advisors to the tenant(s) involved. For more information, please contact Marc who can put you in touch with Graham at PHA.

· There is a good deal of written information relating to Food Security; a good place to start is to look at the DEFRA report- Ensuring the UK’s Food Security in a Changing World – see www.defra.gov.uk or telephone 02072386000 for a copy. The Guardian newspaper, www.guardian.co.uk has also carried a number of interesting articles on this topic. Tom Latter’s presentation will be available on the website soon, and we hope to have Shani’s too in the near future. Also see www.nsalg.org.uk (National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners website).

· There is an event in Newport (Gwent) on 5/12/08 – From farm to fork – contact wales@rtpi.org.uk for more information.

Other issues/information.

· At the Climate Change event organized by PLANED, in Narberth on 22/11/08, aside from lots of very good stalls, information points and workshops, reference was made in a recorded address from Jane Davidson AM, To a new consultation – One Wales; One Planet – and TENP members are requested to comment on a renewed Sustainable Development Scheme (by February 4th 2009). Full copies of the consultation document and how to respond can be seen on http://newwales.gov.uk/topics/sustainabledevelopment. It is anticipated that the TENP Board will respond to this document but if TENP members are responding individually, it would be great to have a copy of your response. Thank you.

· A Community Action Pack – Help your community reduce its carbon footprint – was also available at the PLANED/WAG event, and copies of this can be obtained from climate-change@wales.gsi.gov.uk and more information is available on www.wales.gov.uk/climatechange.

· Welsh Third Sector Declaration on Climate Change.  WCVA has produced a declaration and is encouraging third sector organizations to sign up to it – if you or your group would like to see and sign up to this declaration, essentially, committing your organization or group to supporting a sustained response to tackling the adverse effects of climate change, please contact Bethan Lewis, blewis@wcva.org.uk or 02920431746.
· Useful and interesting websites I have come across of late:

www.sustainwales.com (advice, information, news of events and other guidance)

http://traydio.com  (pod casts and other snippets on the Transition Town movement) 
www.theoildrum.com (essays and other writings on environmental and sustainable development issues)

www.prta.co.uk (information and access to rural transport in Pembrokeshire)

www.vegware.com (biodegradable cups, plates etc for catering and other events)

www.thenag.net (dedicated to getting people to live ethically in a way that you don’t even recognize that you’re doing it!)

greenwash@guardian.co.uk (go to www.guardian.co.uk) (examples of companies and corporate bodies that are – or are not – as green as their literature and advertising suggests)

· The next TENP members update will be distributed in late January/early February next year – if you have anything you would like me to put in, please let me know- it’s your newsletter and TENP really wants it to be of value to you.

· And finally…. The TENP AGM will be held on JANUARY 28th 2009 at 7 p.m. at the Bloomfield Centre, Narberth, with speakers from Sustain Wales, Friends of the Earth and possibly an AM too. We want to make it a lively and worthwhile event, and to help us do that we need ALL TENP members to attend and to encourage others to attend too. Please do come – thank you. 

SEASON’S GREETINGS AND A PEACEFUL NEW YEAR.

Marc Mordey (TENP Coordinator)

