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19/11/08

Dear Dr Jones,

Ref: Food security/the role of TENP.

I am writing to you following a meeting of TENP, held in Narberth on the 11th November 2008. At this meeting we were fortunate enough to hear excellent presentations relating to the themes of Food Security (including a history of agriculture, an overview of the issues facing organic farmers and also a history of the allotments movement) from Tom Latter of Transition Bro Gwaun and also from Shani Lawrence (an independent garden designer.)

As you are aware, there is a growing demand for allotment space and also interest in the development of community gardens, and these themes and issues were explored at length in our meeting. A summary of the meeting will be available in our Member’s Update, due for publication on the TENP website (www.tenp.org.uk) in early December. Recent articles in the Guardian such as, “Fruit and veg boom needed to feed Britain” (16/11/08), Boris Johnson’s announcement of 2012 vegetable gardens in London (the Capital Growth initiative) and DEFRA’s Discussion Paper of July 2008, “Ensuring the UK’s Food Security in a Changing World” all serve as examples of the level and seriousness of attention that is being given to such matters and our response as a society to these needs.  

However, there were specific issues alluded to by various people who attended the meeting and I was asked to bring these to your attention as matter of priority. In essence, what is Pembrokeshire County Council’s policy and practice with regard to the development of allotments, and what is the legal situation regarding such development. And equally importantly, is there anything that TENP members can do to assist the County Council in this important aspect of its work?

Perhaps it might be possible for myself and one or two of the Trustees of TENP to meet with you at some point in the near future to discuss these issues, in order that we can feedback to our members, and to talk more generally about the role of TENP and how and where we might be able to link in with yourselves and other statutory agencies. The aim of TENP is to act as a representative organisation, and to stimulate and facilitate discussion and dialogue between the voluntary sector (specifically organisations working around issues of environmental concern and relating to sustainable development) and our partners in the statutory sector. Likewise, TENP is very keen to comment and input that voluntary sector perspective to our statutory partners, and would very much like to discuss how best we might achieve such aspirations.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further information, and I look forward to your reply on the allotments issue (as noted above, we wish to feedback the PCC response to our members) and also hope that you will agree to the desirability of a meeting to discuss our mutual interests and how we might work together to the best effect.  

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Marc Mordey

(TENP Coordinator)

Cc: TENP Trustees

      Cllr Peter Stock, Chairman environment overview and scrutiny committee.

      Director of Finance – Mark Lewis
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